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TRUTH.

How the President's Message Is
Regarded.

(Continued from page 10)

niency toward the rallroads than of
undue harshness, There {s nothing in
the president’s recommendation that
constitutes a menace to rallroad se-
curities."”

The Tarifi,—The references in the
message to the tarilf are exceedingly
disappointing to the reformers and

reciproeity leaders, who were all ex-
pecting some encouragement. The In-
dianapolls Star (Rep.) declarées that
his perfunctory words on this import-
ant subject have offended “many per-
sons who earnestly and honestly be-
lieve that the Dingley schedules are a
clog upon Industry and a menace to
public morals;"” and the Columbia
State (Dem.) says, “If we may say it
of this ‘bold,” ‘frank,” and ‘direct
man,"” his only utterances on the reve.
nues are “brief, indefinite, and wab-
bling.” The Loulsville Courler-Jour-
nal (Dem.) remarks that “he has lit-
tle to suy regarding the tariff, and
that lttle I8 more ambiguous than I8
his wont.” But, says the Florida
Times-Union  (Dem.), “the elogquent
sllence as to the tariff has also come
to be expected. There was a time
when the president waus expectel to
advoeante needel reforms in this line,
but that time has passed.” In fact,
the language used by the president,
"smacks"” ps the Charlotte Observer
(Dem.) declares, “of the stand-patter
phraseology.” So papers like the
Brooklyvn Standard Union (Rep.) and
the Nashville American (Dem.) blunt
ly charge him with being a "stand-
patter,” while the Newnrk News
(Ind.) says: "“That so positive a tem-
perament can dismiss 1t (the tariff)
with a geore or so of words .
betrays an unwonted disposition to
grasp a nettle in the clenched fist
+ « . and suggests a little of a tacit
bargnin with the opposition to rate
legislation.”

Friendly eritles, however, asser|
that there is neither obscurity mnor
Inck of courage In the words used by
the president in discnssing the tariff
question. “When Mr, Roosevelt ap-
pronches the movement for tariff re-
vision,” says the New York HEvening
Mall (Rep.). “he adopts the language
of the judge rather than the advo-
eate.” The Savannah News (Dem.)
observes that altho “the tariff ques-
tiin I8 lightly touched upon, it
is plain to see that the president
thinks that reforms are needed,” and
the Buffalo Express (Rep) points out
that “he shows an inclination toward
reciprovity, by urging claser relations
with other people on this continent."
Tha Philadelphia North American
(Rep.) also finds “a suggestion that
congress shall  consider if circum-
stanees in the future are not lkely
to make it to our interest to intro-
duee a system of maximum and mini-
mum duties which may be employed
to obtain favors from governments
which have that system in operation.”
The Buffnlo News (Rep.) thinks that
even if President Roosevelt s inten-
tionally obscure in expressing his sen.
timents on the tariff question, he has
ample excuse for his course in view
of the fact that he has about as much
business on his hands as he can well
take cure of, Says The News:

“The expected, therefore, hus hap-
penad; Mr, Roosevelt is golng to make
no fight on the tariff. This will doubt-
less excite n good deal of sarcnstio
eriticism in some quarters; but we
have never been able to sée upon
what principle a president was to be
expected to fight two fights at once
when one is quite big euough to on
gage all the energles of the strongest
and most resolute of men."

The Monroe Doctrine.—Some of the
opposition papers think the president
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Is carrying the Monroe Doetrine too
far. It seems to the Indlanapolis
News (Ind.) that *“there are many
chances for trouble involved in the
adoption of the presidential policy,”
and “for our part,” declares, “we
should rather see the Monroe Doe-
trine limited than extended.” The
Philadelphla Ledger (Ind.), too, re-
gards as unreasonable the notification
to the South American Republles that
they must be orderly. “They ought
to be orderly, put they certainly will
fight at some time or another, and
the Venezuelans, for instance, should
not be made to “submit tamely to the
outrageous tyranny of Castro.” In
short, it adds:

“If we adopt the Roosevelt paliey in
its bald entirely, there is 0 prospect ot
interminable  embrollment for our
troops in keeping the republies good
and decent and orderly, and in the
use of myrinds of customs, adminis.
trative and executive officials, whose
business it will be to govern efficlent-
Iy disorderly and inefMiclent republics,
when a great many people think that
our own problems are quite snfficlent
for our wisdom and strength.”

The Boston Transcript (Rep.), how.
ever, Is encouraged to see “a decided
recession from the language and
methods in and by which the pres’-
dent, last winter, enunclated his In-
terpretation of up-to-date Monroe.
Ism,"” and it adds:

“There is no blast of ehallenge and
deflance, In its place we have the
assertion of a polley to use our best
offices to bring about mutually satis-
factory settlements of debt contro-
versies and the preservation Intact of
the principle underlying original Mon-
roeilsm. As this tender of good offices
has always been among the possibla
aventnalities of the Monroe Doctrine
in any stage of Its development, even

in Its enunciation in fact, President

Roosevelt's poliey will not startle.”

Insurance Scandals and Political Co'-
ruption.—The proposals for federal
supervision of Insurance companies
and for the purification of polities by
new laws against bribery and against
contributions by corporations for poli-
tieal purposes, are naturally discussed
under one head by the press, on ac-
count of the connection discovered he-
tween the two during the investigation
of the big life Insurance companies in
New York. “There can be no doubt,”
says the Philadelphia Record (Dem.).
“that there is a strong popular desire
for something of this kind" recom-
mended by President Roosevelt, "We
are heartily In accord,” exclnims the
New York Press (Rep.), “with Mr.
Roosevelt’s wish for a law to compel
publielty of gifts"” by corporations to
national political committees. While
the majority of papers think that the
president has handled the subject of
procuring campalgn funds from Insur-
ance companies “vigorously and direct-
ly,” as the Richmond News Leader
(Dem.) says he hag done, yet there are
quite & number of papers which tax
him with a lack of energy and courage
in the matter. The New York Ameri-
ean (Dem.) in speaking of the mes-
sage says:

“But |t touches with great delicacy
upon matters which involve the pres-
ent life of the people, not merely of
New York, but of the nation. It refers
vaguely to the swindling of the people
by the insurance companies and very
suspiciously suggests a supervision of
these companies by the Federal gov-
ernment, Every body who knows any-
thing about this knows that that is
exactly what these companies want.”
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